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measure the part he had set out to play when he
seized the reins of government, felt himself secure.
He reduced the pay of his soldiers, and ordered the
disbandment of many units. Nadir Shah protested,
and did not hesitate to say that such an action was
a breaking of faith with those who had served.
Stung by the bluntness of words which in an atmos-
phere of sycophantic adulation sounded almost gauche,
Amanullah bitingly observed : " Our friend still
lives in the last century. Could someone not tell
him that a new age has dawned, and that I am its
leader ? And lead, I shall!" There were not
wanting those who accepted Amanullah's invitation.
Nadir Shah knew then that there could be no further
syncretism and he resigned his portfolio as Minister
of War. To save his face outside the Court circle,
Amanullah appointed Nadir as the Afghan Minister
in Paris, and to Paris he proceeded, to virtual
banishment.
A great moderating influence was removed from
Kabul, and a mind which worked with a certain
mechanical precision and which refused to be affected
by Court excess or inadequacy was banished beyond
the seas. That an intellectual force had departed
was soon apparent, for courtiers, gleefully assuring
themselves that at long last an upright, and therefore
hateful, figure had been removed, urged their ruler
on to escapades which might have had their in-
spiration in the Dark Ages.
On the surface, the country began to move forward
at a rate which was hourly accelerated by an im-
patient monarch towards those reforms upon which